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“5 December 1966 


, “MEMORANDUM 1 FOR. THE RECORD 


: -suBIEGT?_ namerican Dafestors to the US: se tae 


: “The attached thaterial « was part a a ‘soft file entitled: 
oe "American Defectors: to the USSR", which: was. set up by ee 
. (BRR .ar ound 1960 and maintained by various @. components 
os until ca. 1963. | The compilations were derived.from a variety: 
oe = Sst ‘and contain both classified and overt data, — ae 


25. Ta the fall of £1966, the files: were edined over to Ga. a 
wStakée In most +OSISACeE, basic’ information was then abstracted | 
gabe SbeflectorMechmesProrrasm, In all instances in which. 
nS material was. unique, or represented a valuable collation effort, 
2 it has been:: incorporated into the Spprepr lets 201 a B7one with | 
“a pC OEY aa thts = memorandum, © ot mom Ba : 


pe 


che 3. ti is “suggented that any ; dissemination of t this date: should 
o be coordinated with 65-D+risten and with CeGeerlif SEfnEO) _ 
: view of the frequently inadequate sourcing and oF the seact that 
ie gh disseminations have oii! been mde Pea alt ies eo eLeotl 


oe Document ‘Number. = or) 


“for FOIA Review on. “SEP 1975. 


13-00000 


Date of Defections -Osteber 1939 


:  Baucations - (High sooo Aasars « sinatoia top road books that wore 
ae considered Paced | oe eae 


o OSHA. lee ‘marvey i vou 
: Date of Births. 18 October 19396: 2 ‘New Orleans, TLoutstana . . 


et E Se te 


aS Methodist: os Homey Macoy Texas. 


According ‘to newspaper article, reasons for his defection were a: conbi-. 
nation of family poverty, what he considers the plight of US negroes, and. 
. the US Marines or American imperialism abroad. At 15 or so he reah 
"Das Kapital” and agreed with its theories. A year before his discharge, ne 
-. he began to:prepare for life in the Soviet Union by using a Berlitz. La 
grammar. to teach himself how to read and write iaantane merce. however, ec 
(did he consider, deserting the Marine Corps. ne ae 


tied a iacdnanas ts ayn be iat boca bi 2a 


Father, an: dnsiracion’ sient,’ tea t before Lae was bern. Bas” is og 


AG a beotbas who 4s a ‘salesman at Acme Brick Company, Fort Worth, Texas, i 
and a half brother John Edward Ple age 28, a US Air Force phelg Soran 


stationed in Japan... Mother is currently employed a ag a a supply mother at E , 


After discharge from the Marines, Lee visited his mother in Fort Worth ay 
for about 3 days, then left for New Orleans where he planned to resume - 


* employment. with an export-import, company for which he had worked prior 
to enlisting in the Marines. Shortly after he arrived in New Orleans, | 


he sent his mother a note saying that he had booked passage to Europe, a 
that he was doing something he felt he mst do. His arrival. in Moscow ae 


game aa a shock to the family. ‘Travel money probably came from that 


saved while in the Marines. He. had never expressed any sympathy for . =... 
the Soviet Union or: Commnisn. He had been interested in Cuba and South © 
America and his family would have expected him to go there, if =a bc plae _: 
Mail sent to him since his defection has been addressed to the Hotel ~ 
Metropole, Moscow... He acknowledged receipt of his mail in 1959, but . 
amar) 


letters sent. do 1960 have. been: retarned to the senderse 


In November 1959 the Soviets were srveatizating the possibility’ of. ~ s 
sending Lee to a Sovist higher technical institute. (Wash.Evening Gey. 


=e ay 1960 Mra. Oswald received a letter from the Albert. Schweitzer oe a4 i 


| a gvitserland, and which i vas adarensed to Les, vhich said in effect. 


receipt of the letter, Mra. Oswald planned to urite to. the college to. ; 
BP eels eal edocs in actual. attendance, there. : (enneenner 


: Resva 
7 os \enee. Wark: vide. 5 ceeeaseneare oo 
7 thavecad. Woe 


7 oo. Dawala. 


that this college was expecting Lee Oswald on 20 April 1960. After - 


ae es ‘The Soviets: neither eneouraged. nor discouraged. Oswald's desire. te. become 
. . @ Soviet. cltfzens The American Embassy wanted him to think it over,” 


before hearing” his oath renouncing American citizenship. - As a: result, - io 


Oswald is bitter: awards the consal, there.. He has a 


rane wacake Deswes pede “Ost ow ohne | Cond Sel 


Sadie hee, oe oe ‘wi. ae Se 
canner ery: aSirch.. . _ Saget ‘AN ayia | "Sa come “sh 7 


‘s ‘Gleeate: so eae ‘info 4s from the Washington Evening Stary 26 tov... 1959. . 
ES Stel fhe Monty Barer! 


Boas 
tw, Wiukhay 


Shh + eater’ Me te Gaby oe ae evteind eds whe 


7 | =a Datos on 


